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CONFIDENTIAL BRIDGETOWN 1511 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS:PINT,BB 

SUBJ: DATE OF GENERAL ELECTION SET 

1 . YESTERDAY, AS ONE OF HIS LAST OFFICIAL ACTS, THE LATE 
GOVERNOR GENERAL OF BARBADOS, SIR WINSTON SCOTT, ISSUED 
A PROCLAMATION DISSOLVING PARLIAMENT, AS WELL AS 

WRITS FOR THE GENERAL ELECTION OF MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE OF 
ASSEMBLY. SEPTEMBER 2 HAS BEEN FIXED AS THE DATE OF THE 
GENERAL ELECTION. ALL NOMINATIONS MUST BE SUBMITTED BY 
AUGUST 18. 

2. COMMENT: BOTH THE DEMOCRATIC LABOR PARTY (DLP), 

WHICH HAS GOVERNED BARBADOS SINCE 1961, AND THE MAJOR 
OPPOSITION GROUP, THE BARBADOS LABOR PARTY (BLP), 

HAVE ALREADY NAMED THEIR CANDIDATES FOR THE 24 CONSTITUENCIES. 
IN ADDITION TO THESE TWO PARTIES, THE PEOPLE'S POLITICAL 
ALLIANCE, A GROUP FORMED EARLY THIS YEAR THROUGH A MERGER 
OF THE PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC MOVEMENT AND PEOPLE'S PRESSURE 
GROUP, WILL CONTEST THE ELECTION IN AT LEAST SOME CONSTITUENCIES. 
THE PEOPLE'S PRESSURE MOVEMENT IS ALSO EXPECTED TO FIELD 
A LIMITED NUMBER OF CANDIDATES; MRS. GERTRUDE EASTMAN, WHO 
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LEFT THE DLP IN MID-MARCH, HAS ANNOUNCED HER INTENTION OF 
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RUNNING AS AN INDEPENDENT; AND THERE MAY BE OTHER INDEPENDENT 
CANDIDATES. 

3. THE ACTIVITIES OF THIRD PARTIES AND INDEPENDENTS 
NOTWITHSTANDING, THE ELECTION IS EXPECTED TO BE ESSENTIALLY 
A CONTEST BETWEEN THE DLP AND BLP. THE LATTER PARTY, HAVING 
WON TWO SUCCESSIVE BY-ELECTIONS THIS YEAR AND SEEN THE 
GOVERNMENT'S MAJORITY FURTHER REDUCED BY MRS. EASTMOND'S 
DEFECTION, IS FULL OF OPTIMISM. NOR IS ITS OPTIMISM 
UNJUSTIFIED. PREIME MINISTER BARROW AND THE DLP ARE 
DEFINITELY ON THE DEFENSIVE. AS RECENTLY AS JULY 30, 

WHEN THE PRIMIN DELIVERED A JEJUNE BUDGET MESSAGE 
IN THE HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY AND LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION 
J.M.G. ("TOM") ADAMS REPLIED WITH A HARD-HITTING POLITICAL 
SPEECH (REF BRIDGETOWN 1467), THE GOVT'S PROSPECTS SUFFERED 
A CLEAR SETBACK. COMMENTING ON THE BUDGET MESSAGE IN THE 
BARBADIAN WEEKLY, THE NATION, EDITOR HAROLD HOYTE HEADED 
HIS REMARKS "YOU'RE SLIPPING, SKIPPER, AND NO ONE'S TELLING 
YOU"- A SENTIMENT THAT IS WIDELY SHARED, AND WITH WHICH 
WE CONCUR. IT IS STILL TOO EARLY TO PREDICT THE OUTCOME 
OF THE ELECTION. BUT THE PERIOD BETWEEN NOW AND THE POLLING 
IS SHORT. AND THE WEEK OF OFFICIAL MOURNING FOR THE 
DEATH OF SIR WINSTON, WHICH HAS JUST BEGUN, REDUCES THE 
TIME AVAILABLE FOR CAMPAIGNING. IT WILL BE SURPRISING 
IF THE DLP IS ABLE TO IMPROVE ITS POSITION SUBSTANTIALLY 
IN THAT BRIEF PERIOD, AND, AS OF NOW, ITS CHANCES OF 
REMAINING IN POWER LOOK TO BE LESS THAN 50-50. 
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